
Dear Friends,
As we look back on fiscal year 2011 – our first year 
leading Casa Myrna as Co-Executive Directors – it’s 
tempting to assess what we did in terms of how much 
we did. Guided by a new mission statement, delivering 
solutions to end domestic and dating violence, we were 
active on many fronts, from residential solutions for 
women and children made homeless by domestic 
violence to supportive services designed to build 
sustainable self-sufficiency.

How effective were our efforts? Rather than reporting 
to our donors, friends and supporters on just the 
number of individuals we served and hotline calls 
we answered (though we do provide those numbers 
elsewhere in this report), we thought we’d look at some 
of the milestones achieved last year by survivors of 
domestic violence and the dedicated Casa Myrna staff 
members who worked with them. These are some of the 
achievements your support helped make possible:

• 69 women made the courageous decision         
   to leave abusive partners and come to Casa
   Myrna, bringing 65 children with them
• 45 completed adult education classes
• 41 opened their first-ever bank account 
• 16 found permanent housing, along with 16
   children
• 10 completed the YMCA’s Training, Inc. 
   program

If you’re looking at that list and wondering how you 
helped make any of this happen, we have some answers 
for you. Once again this year, our generous family 
of donors helped ensure that our three residential 
programs were there to meet the needs of women and 
children fleeing violent, abusive homes.  Corporate and 
foundation grants helped fund our financial literacy 
and housing advocacy programs.  Collaborations with 
local non-profits like the YMCA provided pre-paid 
tuition for job skills classes.  Just as we encourage the 
individuals we serve to build networks of support in the 
community that will sustain them after they leave Casa 
Myrna, we too build networks of support to sustain 
and advance the work we do.

From all of us at Casa Myrna, thank you for being a 
part of our network.

Deborah Collins-Gousby      Nathalie Favre-Gilly	  
Co-Executive Directors
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P.O. Box 180019
Boston, MA 02118

CASA MYRNA
delivering solutions to end 
domestic and dating violence

Tina came to the 
United States from 
Nigeria over a decade 
ago with her young 
daughter.  The new life 
they built eventually 
came to include a man 
Tina married.  At first 
things were fine. Then 
the abuse started – and 
got steadily worse.  She 
began to fear for her 
safety, and for that of 
her daughter.  At the 
same time, she didn’t 
feel there were any 

options available to her.  In her culture, women were 
taught that a husband had absolute authority over his 
wife.  The idea that she had options and choices available 
was foreign to her.

In the aftermath of a police call to her home two 
years ago, Tina found herself at Dorchester District 
Court. There, she met Chris Logue, a law student 
at Northeastern University who was completing 
an internship at Northeastern’s Domestic Violence 
Institute.  He knew all about Casa Myrna, and referred 
Tina to our Counseling Services program, where she 
began working with the Program Coordinator, Joanne 
Schindler.  A highly respected licensed social worker 
whose work has received accolades over the years, 
Joanne has been at Casa Myrna for over a decade.   
The clinical internships she offers graduate students  
are highly sought after each year.

“I don’t even know how to describe Joanne,” says 
Tina. “She has been my strongest strength.  She kept 
encouraging me.”  Joanne referred Tina to Paola 
Mateo, who runs Casa Myrna’s SOAR (Stability, 
Opportunity, Achievements, Results) program.  With 
Paola’s help, Tina was able to enroll in the YMCA’s 
Training, Inc. program, an intensive 20-week program 
teaching workplace skills in a simulated business 
environment.  

She graduated from the program in December 2011 
and is now working full-time as an administrative 
assistant at a local nonprofit.  She’s far from done, 
though: she’s studying for an associate’s degree in 
medical information at Bunker Hill Community College, 
and plans to get a bachelor’s degree in that field from 
UMass Boston. 

Tina’s story is a wonderful example of how Casa 
Myrna staff members work together to maximize access 
to opportunities for those we serve.  In the words of 
Tina, “If I hadn’t come to Casa Myrna, I don’t know 
where I would be today.”

Rockin’ Robyn 
Many of the donors listed in our Annual Report this 
year are there because of a wonderful effort on the part 
of one of our Board members. Robyn Riseberg (pic-
tured) decided to celebrate a certain milestone birth-
day in 2011 by running the Boston Marathon to raise 

money for Casa Myrna.  Joined 
by longtime friend and running 
buddy Abigail Goodman, the two 
trained relentlessly through one of 
the most brutal winters in recent 
memory – and fundraised just as 
relentlessly.  They raised a com-
bined total of over $27,300.00…
which works out to about 
$1,050.00 for every mile Robyn 
ran on April 18, 2011! 

Tina’s Journey to SuccessAd Campaign Speaks to Teens

In 2008, Casa Myrna made a commitment to run 
ad campaigns twice a year on mass transit systems 
statewide.  Four years later, we remain the only 
domestic violence program in Massachusetts engaged 
in sustained outreach at this level.  The campaigns 
publicize the SafeLink phone number and bring 

domestic and dating 
violence out of the 
shadows, helping to 
break through the 
isolation typically 
felt by those 
trapped in abusive 
relationships. Ads 
run in both Spanish 
and English.  

In 2011, we added 
bus shelters outside 
of Boston high 
schools for an ad 
campaign that was 
geared to youth.  
A group of teens 
from Boston Public 
Health Commission’s 
Start Strong Boston 

brainstormed with Casa Myrna staff to come up with a 
message that would resonate with their demographic… 
the result speaks for itself.  In text.
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CORPORATE & 
FOUNDATION

Abbott Laboratories
Adelaide Breed Bayrd 	
   Foundation
Agnes M. Lindsay Trust
Anna B. Stearns
   Charitable Foundation
Bank of America
   Matching Gifts
Bank of America
   Philanthropic Trusts
The Baupost Group
Bessie Pappas
   Charitable Foundation
Birch Hill Investment	
   Advisors LLC
Bloomingdale’s Fund of
   the Macy’s Foundation
BNY Mellon
Boston Bar Foundation
Bushrod H. Campbell &
   Adah F. Hall Charity
   Fund
Cabot Family
   Charitable Trust
Charles Sanders Trust
Citizens Bank Foundation
Clipper Ship Foundation
Eastern Bank Charitable 
   Foundation
Federal Home Loan
   Bank of Boston
George Macomber 
   Family Charitable Gift
   Fund
Harvard Vanguard
   Medical Associates
Houghton Mifflin
   Matching Gift Program
John Hancock Matching
   Gifts Program
KNF & T Staffing
   Resources
L.E.K. Consulting
Liberty Mutual
   Foundation
Lincoln and Therese
   Filene Foundation
Lovett-Woodsum
   Family Foundation
Massachusetts Bar
   Foundation
Mercantile Bank
Mintz, Levin, Ferris,
   Glovsky and Popeo, P.C.
Natixis Global Associates
Neighborhood Health
   Plan
New Balance Foundation
Pricewaterhouse 
   Coopers
Rowland Foundation
Roxbury Technology
Sovereign Bank
State Street 
   Global Advisors
Svrluga Foundation
TJX Foundation
Verizon Foundation
William Gallagher
   Associates

PUBLIC FUNDING 
Boston Housing
   Authority
CDBG Funds
City of Boston ESG
Massachusetts Dept.
   of Children and
   Families
Massachusetts Dept. 
   of Transitional
   Assistance
Massachusetts Office
   for Victim Assistance
Massport
U.S. Department of
   Housing and Urban
   Development
U.S. Department of
   Justice, Office on
   Violence Against
   Women 

FAITH-BASED 
ORGANIZATIONS

First Congregational
   Church of Winchester
Old South Church
   in Boston
UCC Congregational
   Mission

INDIVIDUALS & 
FAMILY TRUSTS 

$5,000+
Dennis Family Fdn. 
Norman Knight
John & Nancy LaPann
J. David Officer &
    Marcia Wade
Laura & Eric Peterson
Brian & Stephanie
   Spector

$1,000 - $4,999 
Francisco Aguilera 
Barrington Foundation	
Thomas R. & Karin
   Waterman Beecher
Lana L. Branton	
Anne O. Calabresi &
   Robert C. Oldshue
Judith G. Chasin	
William & Caren Cowie
Timothy & Deborah
   Diggins
Fine Family Charitable
   Foundation 
Harriet Finkelstein
Megan Gates
Debbie Gelb
Kate & Tom Gilbane
John & Maryann
   Gilmartin 
Ryan Gregory	
Emily W. Hughey
Kathy Hull
Christine Kenny
Renée Kwok
Michael LaCascia
Deborah Maine	

Timothy & Deborah
   Moore
Dan & Maureen Newman
William & Frances
   O’Keefe
Michael Roitman
Alison Ross
Gary & Lynne Smith
Mary Stack
Mary Thistle	
Natalie Wagner 
Amy Woods & 
   Humberto Gill
Leila Yassa &
   David Mendels
Edward Zuker & 
   Judi Ross Zuker

$500 - $999  
Scott Bradner &
   Cheryl Chapman
Elizabeth Brennan
Angela Brooks	
Michael Cahn
Sean Carmickle	
Claudine M. Ciccia
Jessica Conaway &
   Simon van Leeuwen
Willma Davis
Ellen Dion	
Nathalie Favre-Gilly
The Foreman Family
Eric Geller
Lynne & Joseph
   Goodman
Colin Hamell
John O. Horst
Lorena & Christopher
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Marilyn Kudisch
Susan B. Lee &
   Donald L. La Haye
Lorraine Levine
Jessica Lutzker
Brenda Madden
Kathy & Charles
   Mundhenk
Sky Olander
Vita Paladino 
E. Warren Pierce 
Douglas Pinney &
    Barbara Robinson 
Robin Rich &
   Kestutis Puckorius
Louise T. Richman
Robyn Riseberg	
Eve Rittenberg &
    Jeffrey B. Liebman
Teresa Rodriguez
José Rosado
Franklin Ross
Jessica Sawyer	
Linda L. & G. Michael
    Schmidt
Lori Sidman
Mary Smoyer
Kevin Tedeschi
Laurence Tribe
Mary Trikoupis
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   Ann Boland
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   Robert Kamen
Stephanie & David Ward
Cynthia Lynn Webb
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Sandra Bettencourt
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Sara Graham
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Myriam Hernandez
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21 DV101 workshops
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TOTAL Participants

Family Justice Center, Boston 
Community Health Centers
Local District Courts
Other Community Clients
TOTAL 
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120
453

Domestic violence direct service calls                      31,709

Clients in CM Residential Programs 
Clients from the Community
Legal Help Line Calls
TOTAL

24
157
326
507

Transitional Living Program
Capacity: 6 women, up to  9 children

Mary L. Foreman Emergency Shelter
Capacity: 10 women, up to 13 children

Teen Parenting Program
Capacity: 8 women, up to 13 children

Legal Advocacy Program

Counseling Services

SafeLink Domestic Violence Hotline

Housing Search Assistance and Advocacy

Community-Based Advocacy 
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   Property and Equipment 	 (net) 1,221,742
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   Total Other Assets 	 1,475,624
Total Assets 	 $3,972,151

CURRENT LIABILITIES
   Current portion of notes payable 	 $ 468,557
   Accounts Payable 	 28,960
   Line of Credit 	 0
   Accrued Expenses 	 131,289
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   Unrestricted 	 2,879,087
   Temporarily Restricted 	 31,475
   Permanently Restricted 	 230,000
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Other Community Clients
TOTAL 
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61
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Domestic violence direct service calls                      31,709

Clients in CM Residential Programs 
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TOTAL
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157
326
507

Transitional Living Program
Capacity: 6 women, up to  9 children

Mary L. Foreman Emergency Shelter
Capacity: 10 women, up to 13 children

Teen Parenting Program
Capacity: 8 women, up to 13 children

Legal Advocacy Program

Counseling Services

SafeLink Domestic Violence Hotline
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Community-Based Advocacy 
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   Current Assets 	 $ 571,519
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Total Current Assets 	 2,496,527
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   Property and Equipment 	 (net) 1,221,742
   Norman Knight Endowment 	 253,882
   Total Other Assets 	 1,475,624
Total Assets 	 $3,972,151
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   Current portion of notes payable 	 $ 468,557
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Total Current Liabilities 	 628,806
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   Notes Payable, net of current portion 	 202,783
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   Temporarily Restricted 	 31,475
   Permanently Restricted 	 230,000
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   Geoffrey Wilkinson
Sandy Joseph
Tamara Joseph
Diane S. Juliar	
Stacey Kabat &
   Stan Grossfeld
Douglass Karp
Jana Karp
George Kearns
Kevin Kelly
Ryan Kim
Shawn & Jill Kravetz
Jordan Kriedberg
Normand & Marge Kurtz
Brian & Rosa Kyes	
Cynthia Laba
Leslie Lafer
Mary Lalonde
David LaPann
Jim LaPann &
   Kathy Morrissey
Judy Lappin
Roberta Lasky
Polly Laurelchild-Hertig
Thomas Lavin &
   Susan Wing
Daniel & Lisa Lehman
Sarah Leighton
Alexander Levy
Annie Lewis-O’Connor

Joan Litzow
José & Cecilia Lorbes
Joseph & Anita Loscalzo
Rosalie Lucki	
Diana Lyman &
   J. Thomas Wilmot
Stephen Macary
Jennifer MacDonald
Carolyn & Joseph
   Mahoney	
Susan Malspeis	
Jane Mansbridge &
   Christopher Jencks
Mary-Margaret Mara
Beth & Rick Marcus
Jane & Jim Markey
Ron Mason
Nick Mathewson
Linda & Joe Matzkin
Tristienne McCarthy
Lillian McMahon
Gloria McPhail
Rosemarie McPhee
Thalia Meehan
Heidi Merlin
Michael Mickelsen &
   Judy Hershberger
Susan Mills
Elizabeth Milonopoulos
Romuld & Nancy
   Monkiewicz
Matthew Montgomery
Honor Moody
Lucy Moon-Lim

Catherine Mooney
Carleen Moore
Peter & Virginia
   Morbeck
Samantha Morton
Maggie Moss-Tucker &
   P.H. Tucker
Henry Moulton
Nikki & Harry Nudelman
Andrea Osonio
Marvin & Cyd Ostrovsky
Lynn Parker
Dan Passacantilli
Andrea Paulson
Mark Peters
Alissa Pool
Peter & Patti Poras
Kimball Prentiss
Tyson Puetz
Terry & Anne-Christine
   Rice
Sharon Rich &
   Nancy Reed
Pearl Riney
Jodi & Michael Riseberg
Ray & June Riseberg
James Ritchie
Robert Rivers
Aaron Roberson
Nancy & Alan Roberts
Allan & Sandra Rodgers
Danyel Rodgers
Barbara & Steven
   Rosenthal

Elissa Rottenberg
Alan Rozycki
Rebecca & Adam Rubin
Lisa Ruggeri
Myrna & Harold
   Sadowsky
David & Anne Salant
Marsha Salett
Jackie F. & William
   Santoro 	
Elise Joy Sargent
Daniel Schiff
Samuel Schneider
Stanley & Kay
   Scholzman
Terry Schubach
Harold Schwartz
David & Jane Shapiro
Bonnie Sherman
Lauren Siff
Gerard Silberman
Angelene Simonello
Laurence Smith
Tracy Smith
Nancy B. Soulette
Barbara Stein
Sabriya Stewart

Susan Stone &
   Bruce MacDonald
Catherine Syrett
Maria Taft
Clark & Kay Taylor
Diane Tiernan
Joan E. Tighe	
Susan Toohey
L. & M. Townes
Leigh Tucker
David Urion
Meredith &
   Mark van der Velden
Richard & 
   Polly Van Dernoot
Francine &
   William Vanora
James Ware & 
   Sharon McCarthy
Joan Weinstein
Edward Werner
Rosemary K. &
   H. Edmund White
Bea & Sam Wilderman
Susan D. Wiltshire
Jennnifer Zeifert
Robert Zuker

Although space 
constraints prevent us 
from listing gifts under 
$100, please know we 
are grateful for every 

dollar donated

DONATIONS OF 
GOODS & SERVICES

Mark Adams
Ambiance Salon and
   Spa
Aquitaine Group
Beehive Restaurant
Bloomingdale’s 
Bose Corporation
Boston Beer Company
Boston Sports Club
Comcast
Ty Costa/The Vault

Davios Restaurant
Deep Touch Massage
James Devaney
East Coast Grill
Etcetera
Grill 23 & Bar
G-Spa
Lorena Houseworth
JJ Productions
Kimpton Group
Laura Ladd
The Links, Inc., 
   Boston Chapter
Lush Boston
Mahoney’s
MBTA
Myers + Chang
Neiman Marcus
Mav Pardee
Payless Shoe Source
Pernod Ricard USA
Princess House
Remick’s
Saritin & David Rizzuto
Mike Rowsey
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Sassoon Salon

Skin Health
Bill Stone
Trader Joe’s
P.T. Vineburgh

…and Families or Staff 
from:

Blue Cross Blue Shield
    of MA
Colonial Park School,
    Stoneham
Madison Park High
    School, Boston
MGH, Human Resources
    Dept.
Mintz, Levin
Neighborhood Health
   Plan
NLRB
Partners Healthcare
Radcliffe Institute for
    Advanced Study
Sovereign Bank
Thayer Academy
Victoria’s Secret 

SUPPORTERS OF OUR WORK Expenses FY ’11 Revenue FY ’11

residential programs 41%

federal funding 20% corporate & 
foundation 

10% City of Boston 2%

state 
funding

42%
United Way 2%

misc. income 1%

events 2%

donated goods & services 16%

individuals
5%

supportive
services 13%

SafeLink, education
& outreach 19%

administration
22%

development
6%

PROGRAM YEAR FOUNDED NUMBERS SERVED

Women 
Children 
TOTAL

11
19

30

42
29
71

16
17
33

48
73
121

54
46

100

55
48

103

726
576

1302

Women 
Children 
TOTAL

Women 
Children 
TOTAL

Clients in CM Residential Programs 
Clients from the Community
TOTAL

Women from CM Residential Programs 
Women from the Community 
TOTAL

Women from CM Residential Programs 
Women from the Community 
TOTAL

21 DV101 workshops
33 Teen dating violence workshops
TOTAL Participants

Family Justice Center, Boston 
Community Health Centers
Local District Courts
Other Community Clients
TOTAL 

76
61

196
120
453

Domestic violence direct service calls                      31,709

Clients in CM Residential Programs 
Clients from the Community
Legal Help Line Calls
TOTAL

24
157
326
507

Transitional Living Program
Capacity: 6 women, up to  9 children

Mary L. Foreman Emergency Shelter
Capacity: 10 women, up to 13 children

Teen Parenting Program
Capacity: 8 women, up to 13 children

Legal Advocacy Program

Counseling Services

SafeLink Domestic Violence Hotline

Housing Search Assistance and Advocacy

Community-Based Advocacy 

Education and Outreach 

S.O.A.R. (Stability, Opportunities, 
Achievements, Results)

1977

1981

1993

1991

1991

2000

2006

2007

2007

1995

BALANCE  SHEET JUNE 30, 2011
CURRENT ASSETS 
   Current Assets 	 $ 571,519
   Accounts Receivable 	 307,451
   Investments	  1,609,611
   Prepaid Expenses 	 7,946
Total Current Assets 	 2,496,527

OTHER ASSETS
   Property and Equipment 	 (net) 1,221,742
   Norman Knight Endowment 	 253,882
   Total Other Assets 	 1,475,624
Total Assets 	 $3,972,151

CURRENT LIABILITIES
   Current portion of notes payable 	 $ 468,557
   Accounts Payable 	 28,960
   Line of Credit 	 0
   Accrued Expenses 	 131,289
Total Current Liabilities 	 628,806

LONG-TERM LIABILITIES
   Notes Payable, net of current portion 	 202,783
Total Liabilities 	 831,589

NET ASSETS 
   Unrestricted 	 2,879,087
   Temporarily Restricted 	 31,475
   Permanently Restricted 	 230,000
Total Net Assets 	 3,140,562

Total Liabilities and Net Assets 	 $3,972,151
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